Diagnostic and surgical aspects of renal carcinoma with involvement of the inferior vena cava.
Over the past 10 years, 13 patients presented with operable renal carcinoma and tumour extension within the inferior vena cava. This was diagnosed accurately in all but 1 patient, using ultrasound. Radical nephrectomy with removal of tumour within the inferior vena cava was performed in all 13 cases, 2 requiring cardiac bypass. There were no operative deaths and 6 patients remain alive and well with a mean follow-up of 2 years. The presence and level of vena caval extension did not appear to have an adverse affect on prognosis.